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Emall:

Fopchuck@outlcok.com 11/21/14
Dear Members:

The reality of body-worn cameras (“"BWCs™) is upon us. It seems there are as many different
policies as thers are agencies that use BWCs. While there is no perfect policy and no “one-size-
fits-all” solution, there are common issues and conceras that should be addressed in carefully
considered policies.

The attached document attempts to address as many of the concerns as possible regarding the use
of BWCs. Included among these are: privacy of officers as well as citizens; discipiinary audits of
recordings; when and where to activate/deactivate the BWC,; storage of and access to recordings
by officers; use of recordings in investigations; and, various other administrative issues.

The ztiached document is not intended to be a preferred model pelicy as much as it is intended to
raise awareness of the various issues associated with the use of BWCs and to provide suggested
language to address those issues. Agytime an agency introduces new equipment that has the
potential to impact working conditions or discipline, those in bargaining units with collective
bargaining should immediately demand bargaining over the implementation, use, and impact of
the equipment. Those in non-collective bargaining woerkplaces should still engage agency
management in a diseussion of these issues and attempt to obtain intelligent and reascnable
policy.

1t is our hope that the attached document will be viewed as intended and that it will be of
assistance in both scenarios. While we do not expect that the attached document would be
adopted in its entirety, and there may be provisions in it that you would not use at all, we do
expect that it will make you think about the various issues caused by BWC use and lead to good
faith discussions of those issues. It is anticipated that making policy makers and officers alike
aware of the significant issues created by BWCs, we can facilitate informed discussion leading to
better policies.

As always, we at the National Fraternal Order of Police are ready, willing, and able to provide
assistance in fortherance of our mission to improve the lives and working conditions of law
enforcement officers everywhere. Please do not hesitate to eontact us for te discuss any concerns
or questions regarding BWCs or any other issues with which you need assistance.

Fraternaily,

Chuck Canterbury

o —BUILDING ON A PROUD TRADITION-
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